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D
id you know that your yard may 

",co~tain signi~cant information ab.out 
, Delaware's hIstory? ArchaeologIsts 

working with the Delaware Department of 
Transportation (DeIQOT) identified remains 
of a 100- to 200-year-old ,mill' complex 
underneath Bridge 238; which' carries Route, 
46 over the Gravelly Fork of the Nanticoke 
River. DelDOT plans to replace the bridge 
with, a wider, safer structure. The wooden 
remains were once part of a large mill 
complex-known 
today as' the 
Middlefo,rd Mills 
Archaeological 
District-that at 
one time included a 
grist mill, saw mill, 
and an iron furnace 
located along 
present-day SR 46. 

Even though your 
property will not be , 
affected by , the 
bridge replacement, 
it ,still may, contain 
elements of the 
historic mill 
complex. In order 
for archaeologists to 
understand how this 
complex worked 
200 years ago, they 
need to identify all 
of its remaining 
elements: Each of 
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these features,' contributes to an	 archaeoi~gical ~it~~n8'" ~~~:::. eligible for 

understa~ding of t~ec~mPlex asa w~ole,' ,;':, "', ~_;:~~!t~e .PI!:":' ~. g~::~~t:~~ 

requires:DelDOT to determine whether' oadlR__ ':-~:Jiiltl{F'P ,e. the~~lr{~~rth~-!~e,:Jlme"I., 

projects may inadverte~t1y ~est~oy reso~rces !ii~~\-~IOwln,.~~;, ..': "ortant tra~~on proje\~ to 
v~luable to Delawa~e s hlston~1 hentage. I ~ • I p.rocee :·~~-r'J..l -,~. ";1 '~'1"'-'~VI ~ 
With th~ technical' assistance of I' '.,i~ IfK/~~.'~-<. r~~~.I\~l/·lX'"I 

archaeological consultants, DelDOT works;: ;1 \	[, , I be~ersta , fhe ~9~ oLthe 

~ith the Slate HistO~ic P~es.ervation Office i, I I	 l~ k~ ill;cqmp~~~~ ~J,~t~~~~~d, .by 
In Delaware, to· Identify and evaluate ': I	 ..~_._.~ the.......'.replaoemen ,of .·.. ~dge-1It238, 

archaeologists with Parsons Engineering 
Science will prepare a map of the entire 
Middleford Mills Archaeological District. 
-Many of the elements of the district are 
located outside of the footprint of Bridge 238. 
Archaeologists will plot the location of mill-
related features .using the Global 
Positioning System" or GPS. GPS 
equipment uses satellite signals to determine 
precise locations of objects on the earth's 
surface. 

GPSequipment fits into a small backpack, 
with a small antenna.. The surveyor walks to 
the feature to be mapped, and withiri about 5 
minutes, ,has a, reading and records the, 
necessary data. A computer program then 
translates the information to a map. If you 
are 'home, ,the archaeologists would welcome' 
the opportunity to demonstrate how this 
works. 

Below. ground archaeology' will only be 
conducted in the area immediately impacted 
by ,'the bridge replacement. These 
excavations ~re intended to identify whether 
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GPS equipment in use. 

W 
ith the cooperation of the public, 
information can be recorded 
about historic resources that 
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